
Assignments 

These assignments are designed to further your understanding of social media as political 
propaganda. I am happy to meet with you about the assignments if you have any questions about 
the assignments that are not answered in the descriptions or through class discussions.  

Propaganda Exploration Project [Group Project] 
During the second week of class, you will divide into groups of up to 4 students. Each group will 
agree upon an active area of propaganda to explore for the semester (e.g., presidential election, 
environmental, #blacklivesmatter). Group members will have three main responsibilities:  

• Tweeting and retweeting posts relevant about your group’s exploration using the course 
hashtag #smpp16 

• Posting and reposting relevant information about your group’s exploration to the Facebook 
group 

• Preparing a brief discussion of the connection between course reading and your group’s 
exploration for each class period.  

As a group, you are responsible for determining how you will divide these responsibilities among 
your group. There is not an individual grade for each member or for each component, so you need 
to ensure your group is keeping up with each of these responsibilities. [20% course grade] 

Propaganda Immersion Project [Individual OR Group Project] 
You will select an active area of propaganda and conduct extensive research, both on social media 
postings and through scholarly and professional resources, to design and complete your Immersion 
Project. You will make several decisions about this project, including whether you wish to work 
with individually or in a small group (anywhere from 2-4 people can work together on the project). 
You will decide on the propaganda you choose, and you will determine the most appropriate 
medium for completing your project (e.g., formal research paper, Storify publication).  You will 
complete three components toward your assignment:  

• Project Proposal 
• You will submit, in a formal document, a proposal that details who is involved in your 

project, what you will research, the purpose of your project (see the two examples 
below), the project’s final medium, and a timeline of your research/writing/submission/
revision. [10% course grade] 

• Annotated Bibliography 
• After approval of your project, you will read sources relevant to your research from 

scholarly journals and professionals in the field. You will complete an annotated 
bibliography of 15 sources (undergraduates) or 25 sources (graduates). If you are not 
familiar with annotated bibliographies, I recommend you check out this guide on the 
Cornell University Library website. [15% course grade] 

• Final Project 
• Your final project will be development of the project you proposed. You are responsible 

for developing the project approved in your proposal, and your grade for the final 
project will be determined in part from how well you deliver on your proposal. [50% 
course grade] 

If you choose to pursue this project as a group, you must remember that there is no individual 
grade for individual participants. Each of you will receive the same grade for the work submitted. 

http://guides.library.cornell.edu/annotatedbibliography


Research Panel Discussion 
You will demonstrate your ability to knowledgeably discuss the topic of your research with a group 
of peers by participating in a research panel discussion. The research panel requires you to briefly 
present the findings of your research (in a 2-4 minutes undergraduates or 6-8 minutes for 
graduates) and answer questions your peers have about your work. The Research Panel Discussions  
will take place during the final week of classes. [5% course grade]


