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College of Arts and Sciences
Department of English and Modern Languages

Fall 2014
ENGL 3384 MWF 12:40 - 1:35 PM Maes 101

 
Dr. Adrienne Blackwell-Starnes
Maes 42
Office Hours
Office extension
Email address: ablackwellst@lamar.edu

Course Description 
The development of British Literature from the Romantic Period to the contemporary era. 
Selections representative of each epoch and various literary movements, genres, and themes of 
British Literature.

Required Texts & Materials
Mary Shelley with Percy Shelley The Original Frankenstein* Vintage [ISBN: 9780307474421]
Charles Dickens A Tale of Two Cities Penguin Classics [ISBN: 9780141439600]
James Joyce A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man Penguin Classics [ISBN: 9780142437346]
Virginia Woolf Mrs. Dalloway Penguin [ISBN: 
Doris Lessing The Good Terrorist Vintage [ISBN: 9780307389961]
Ian McEwan Saturday Vintage [ISBN: 9780099469681]

*The listed Frankenstein edition is required; all other listed editions are recommended, 
but will be the official editions used in class. 

Goodreads account
Lamar user account
Backup file option
Other reading assignments are required, but will be posted to the course portal. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes
Communication
1. Writing 

a. Using their reading and/or research, students will compose critical/analytical 
essays with a clear thesis and introduction. 

b. Using their reading and/or research, students will compose critical/analytical 
essays with organized supporting paragraphs.

c. Students will use the standard conventions of English grammar and punctuation 
and write clear and efficient sentences. 

d. Students will maintain a style and persona appropriate for a particular purpose and 

mailto:ablackwellst@lamar.edu
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audience
e. In their essays, students will use research and correct documentation from a 

variety of sources, to include electronic sources
2. Oral or visual communication  

a. Students will present clear, salient, and supported oral/visual speeches/
demonstrations. And/or Students will participate in class or group discussions. 

Critical Thinking  (Note: We measure critical thinking through students’ analysis of their 
reading).  

Using their reading and/or research, students will compose essays that analyze literary, 
rhetorical, or thematic elements in their reading.

Personal Responsibility
Any rhetorical act is both personal and social.  In written responses (preferably complete 
essays), presentations, discussions (online or face to face) based on their reading or 
research, students show and understanding of the complexities and dynamics of personal 
(the self) and social responsibilities (one’s family, culture, country, politics, society, etc.).  
They also reveal their consideration through appropriate integrations of audience, 
purpose, and persona.

Teamwork  
In group projects, team presentations, peer reviews/grading/editing, or in-class 
discussions; students should actively contribute to the progress of the group or class as a 
whole.

Project Descriptions
Gender in Writing Project requires you to write an 8-10 page researched paper examining a 
common concept in the works of at least one female and one male author to support an argument 
about the role of gender in fiction writing. [45%]

Reading Responses demonstrate that you have completed the assigned reading for the week and 
considered the reading on more than a surface level. These writings will help you think through 
the reading, make connections to theory or other fiction, and better comprehend the reading 
itself. [20%]

Goodreads Reviews  introduce you to real-time review writing in an environment that will 
expose you to the possibility of real-time dialogue and possibly criticism. You will write 
Goodreads reviews for 3 novels read this semester. [15%]

Scholarly Summaries of theory works read in the class aid yin teaching students to write 
succinct, comprehensive summaries and articulate and demonstrate understanding of complex 
theoretical arguments. [20%]

I do not offer extra credit. It is your responsibility to 
keep up with grades and assignments.

Deadlines and Late Work
You should come to class prepared for discussion and class activities. In-class assignments may 
not be made up. In cases of excused absences, you may make arrangements to take quizzes and 
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submit in-class assignments prior to your absence. All assignments are due at the beginning of 
class on the date specified.

I do not accept late work unless approved on an individual basis, and then, only in extreme 
situations. To request a late submission, you must notify me via email that you did not submit 
your assignment on time and explain the circumstances. You must notify me within 24 hours of 
the assignment deadline. After 24 hours, you will not receive an extension and your grade will be 
recorded as a zero. Approved late assignments may be docked one letter grade per day.

Grading Policies
I use a standard 10-point grading scale. Grades in this course are weighted as follows:
Gender in Writing Project    45%
Reading Responses    20%
Goodreads Reviews    15%
Scholarly Summaries    20%

Grade Discussions: I am always willing to discuss your grades and ways you can 
further your learning in the course. If you have a question or concern you wish to 
discuss, please address this issue in my office, not in the classroom. This policy is 
for your privacy. I respect concern for grades, but I also expect that this concern 
begins prior to the last weeks of class. Therefore, if you have not met with me to 
discuss improving your grades prior to the last 2 weeks of the semester, I will not 
discuss your grades with you during these two final weeks. You are responsible 
for keeping up with your grades throughout the semester, and concerns should be 
addressed soon after the grade is recorded, not at the semester end.

Grade Turnaround: I will return graded writing assignments within five class 
periods of the submitted due dates.

Do not hesitate to inquire about assignments, grades, or other class related 
topics.  I maintain an open door policy; if I am in my office, please drop in! If 
I am not, do not hesitate to email me and set up an appointment.

Attendance Policy
Regular attendance is required for success in this course. I take attendance at the beginning of 
each class meeting either by calling role or through attendance writings. You are allowed 3 
unexcused absences, and subsequent absences will result in a deduction of 1/2 letter grade per 
absence. If you must be absent, please get the notes from a peer and make an appointment to 
meet with me to cover any information you do not understand. An absence does not excuse you 
from assignments and due dates. The only excused absences I accept are those involving 
participation in university-sanctioned events and activities. To receive an excused absence, you 
must present proper documentation prior to the absence and complete all assignments in advance 
of the absence.
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Military Community Members: I recognize the complexities of being a member 
of the military community and also a student. If you are a member of the military 
community, please inform me if you are in need of special accommodations. Drill 
schedules, calls to active duty, complications with GI Bill disbursement, and other 
unforeseen military and veteran related developments can complicate your 
academic life. If you make me aware of a complication, I will do everything I can 
to assist you or put you in contact with university staff who are trained to assist 
you. I encourage veterans to stay in contact with the Veterans Affairs Office 
(VA@lamar.edu), and active duty military to stay in contact with the Center for 
Military Services (military@lamar.edu). These offices have Dedicated Military 
Officers who can further assist you with questions and complications that may 
arise as you pursue your education.

Disability Accommodations
Lamar University is committed to providing equitable access to learning opportunities for all 
students. The Disability Resource Center (DRC) is located in the Communications building room 
105. Office staff collaborate with students who have disabilities to provide and/or arrange 
reasonable accommodations. 

For students:
• If you have, or think you may have, a disability (e.g., mental health, attentional, 

learning, chronic health, sensory, or physical), please contact the DRC at 
409-880-8347 or drc@lamar.edu to arrange a confidential appointment with the 
Director oft he DRC to explore possible options regarding equitable access and 
reasonable accommodations. 
• If you are registered with DRC and have a current letter requesting reasonable 

accommodations, we encourage you to contact our instructor early in the semester 
to review how the accommodations will be applied in the course. 

Academic Honesty
Students are specifically warned against all forms of cheating and plagiarism. The Lamar 
University Student Handbook clearly reads: “Any student found guilty of academic dishonesty in 
any phase of academic work will be subjected to disciplinary action. Punishable offenses 
include, but are not limited to, cheating on an examination or academic work which is to be 
submitted, plagiarism, collusion, and the abuse of source materials.” One aspect of the 
Handbook’s definition of cheating includes “purchasing or otherwise acquiring and submitting as 
one’s own work any research paper or other writing assignment prepared by an individual or 
firm.” Plagiarism is defined as “the appropriation and the unacknowledged incorporation of 
another’s work or ideas into one’s own and submitted for credit.” Faculty members in the 
College of arts and Sciences investigate all cases of suspected plagiarism. 

Course Policy: In this course, any occurrence of academic dishonesty will result 
in a zero for the course and will be filed on your academic record.

mailto:VA@lamar.edu
mailto:military@lamar.edu
mailto:drc@lamar.edu
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Emergency Procedures 
In the event of an announced campus closure in excess of four days due to a hurricane or other 
disaster, students are expected to login to Lamar University’s website’s homepage 
(www.Lamar.edu) for instructions about continuing courses remotely. 

Many types of emergencies can occur on campus; instructions for severe weather or violence/
active shooter, fire, or chemical release can be found at:
http://www.lamar.edu/about-lu/administration/risk-management/index.html.  Following are 
procedures for the first two:

Severe Weather:
• Follow the directions of the instructor or emergency personnel.
• Seek shelter in an interior room or hallway on the lowest floor, putting as many walls as 

possible between you and the outside.
• If you are in a multi-story building, and you cannot get to the lowest floor, pick a hallway 

in the center of the building.
• Stay in the center of the room, away from exterior walls, windows, and doors.

Violence/Active Shooter (CADD):
▪ CALL -  8-3-1-1 from a campus phone (880-8311 from a cell phone).  Note:  Calling 

9-1-1 from either a campus phone or cell phone will contact Beaumont City Police Dispatch 
rather than University Police.

▪ AVOID- If possible, self-evacuate to a safe area outside the building.  Follow directions 
of police officers.

▪ DENY- Barricade the door with desks, chairs, bookcases or any other items.  Move to a 
place inside the room where you are not visible.  Turn off the lights and remain quiet.  
Remain there until told by police it is safe. 

▪ DEFEND- Use chairs, desks, cell phones or whatever is immediately available to distract 
and/or defend yourself and others from attack.

Handbook
The English department intends for the Little Brown Handbook to be a reference book for 
students’ entire college career. Students will need these sorts of grammar, mechanics, 
punctuation, and documentation references in 1302, sophomore literature, and courses outside of 
the English Department. Further, as students should know, they get nowhere near what they paid 
for the textbook if they resell it. And if they sell it, odds are that they will have to buy this text—
or one just like it—in the future. 

Important Course Dates
Census Date (Six Drop Rule does not apply)
Wednesday, 10 September: Census Date/12th Class Day. Students may drop or withdraw 
without consulting with their Instructor, Department Chair or the Records Office. The Six Drop 

http://www.Lamar.edu
http://www.lamar.edu/about-lu/administration/risk-management/index.html
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Rule does not apply to students who drop before 5:00p.m. on 10 September. 
Drop Dates (Six Drop Rule applies)
Monday, 9 September: Last day to drop or withdraw from the course without academic penalty 
and receive a Q. Six Drop Rule applies beginning on February 5. Students should consult with 
Instructor and the Records Office to initiate a drop between the dates of 2/5-2/19.
Monday, 3 November: Last day to drop or withdraw with academic penalty. Student must be 
passing the course at the time of the requested drop in order to receive a Q. The drop form, 
including all required signatures, must arrive in the Records Office by no later than 4:00p.m. on 
3 November. Six Drop Rule applies.

*Note: Any student seeking to drop after 3 November must submit a fairly 
thorough written explanation, including supporting documents if applicable, of 
the extenuating circumstances for which the action is being requested. The 
explanation must be shared with and approved by the Instructor, the Department 
Chair, and the Dean of the college before the drop form will be sent to the 
Senior Associate Provost for a final review and decision. 
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Course Calendar
25 Aug  Introduction to course — course syllabus — course theme 

Homework: Read “Feminist Philosophy of Language” at the 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Full link: http://
plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-language/

27 Aug  Discuss “Feminist Philosophy of Language” — maleness of 
Language — course theme 
Homework: Read “Kubla Khan” Full link: http://
www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/173247
Read “Close Readings” by Jack Lynch. Full link: http://
andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/EngPaper/close.html
Read “How to Do a Close Reading” by Patricia Kain. Full link: 
http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/how-do-close-reading

29 Aug Discuss Kubla Khan — practice close readings with the text — 
how close readings apply to larger works 

Homework: Read Scholarly Summaries Assignment handout
Read University of Washington Writing Center’s “Guide to 
Summary Writing.” Full link: http://depts.washington.edu/owrc/
Handouts/How%20to%20Write%20a%20Summary.pdf
Read Elizabeth Mejia’s “Guide to Summary Writing.” Full link: 
http://public.wsu.edu/~mejia/Summary.htm

1 Sept No class — Labor Day holiday
3 Sept Discuss summary assignment — Summary assignment Q&A

Homework: Read Chapter 3 and 4 from A Room of One’s Own. 
Full link: http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/w/woolf/virginia/w91r/
Write a summary of the chapters and bring to class on 5 Sept.

5 Sept Writing Scholarly Summaries [workshop]
Homework: Revise your ROOO Summary
Start reading Frankenstein (Start with the Introduction)

8 Sept  ROOO Summary Due at the beginning of class — Discuss ROOO — 
Complications with summary writing 

Homework:  Read the Reading Response Handout
Read more Frankenstein

10 Sept Discuss Reading Response (RR) assignment 
Homework: Read Frankenstein to Vol 1. Chap 14

12 Sept  Discuss Frankenstein 
Homework: Read Frankenstein to Vol 2. Chap. 2

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-language/
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism-language/
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/173247
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/173247
http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/EngPaper/close.html
http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/EngPaper/close.html
http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/how-do-close-reading
http://depts.washington.edu/owrc/Handouts/How%20to%20Write%20a%20Summary.pdf
http://depts.washington.edu/owrc/Handouts/How%20to%20Write%20a%20Summary.pdf
http://public.wsu.edu/~mejia/Summary.htm
http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/w/woolf/virginia/w91r/
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15 Sept  Discuss Frankenstein 
Homework: Finish Frankenstein
Write Reading Response for Frankenstein

17 Sept RR Frankenstein Due at the beginning of class — Discuss Frankenstein 
 Homework:  Read “Review of Frankenstein; or the Modern 
Prometheus (1818).” [From The British Critic]Full link: http://
www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/
bcrev.html
Read “Review of Frankenstein; or the Modern Prometheus 
(1818).” [from The Literary Panorama and National Register.] Full 
link: http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/
mschronology/reviews/lprev.html 
Read “Remarks on Frankenstein, or the Modern Prometheus, A 
Novel” [From Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine.] Full link: http://
www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/
bemrev.html
Read “Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus” [From The 
Belle Assemblee or Bell’s Court and Fashionable Magazine.] Full 
link: http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/
mschronology/reviews/barev.html
Read “Review of Frankenstein; or the Modern Prometheus 
(1818)” [From The Quarterly Review.] Full link: http://
www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/
qrrev.html

19 Sept  Discuss Frankenstein reviews — Discuss GoodReads Review assignment 
Homework: “Laugh of the Medusa” Full link: http://
www.dwrl.utexas.edu/~davis/crs/e321/Cixous-Laugh.pdf

22 Sept  How to write a Goodreads Review [workshop]
Homework: Read Tale of Two Cities Introduction

24 Sept  “Laugh of the Medusa” Summary Due — “Laugh of the Medusa” and  
Frankenstein 

Homework: Read Tale of Two Cities to Book 2 Chapter 7
26 Sept Goodreads Review Frankenstein Due — Discuss Tale of Two Cities

Homework: Read Tale of Two Cities to Book 2 Chapter 18 

29 Sept  Discuss Tale of Two Cities 
Homework: Read Tale of Two Cities to Book 3 Chapter 8

1 Oct  Discuss Tale of Two Cities 
Homework: Finish Tale of Two Cities

3 Oct RR Tale of Two Cities Due — Discuss Tale of Two Cities 
Homework: Read “Toward a Feminist Poetics” Full link: http://
historiacultural.mpbnet.com.br/feminismo/
Toward_a_Feminist_Poetics.htm

http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/bcrev.html
http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/bcrev.html
http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/bcrev.html
http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/lprev.html
http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/lprev.html
http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/bemrev.html
http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/bemrev.html
http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/bemrev.html
http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/barev.html
http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/barev.html
http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/qrrev.html
http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/qrrev.html
http://www.rc.umd.edu/reference/chronologies/mschronology/reviews/qrrev.html
http://www.dwrl.utexas.edu/~davis/crs/e321/Cixous-Laugh.pdf
http://www.dwrl.utexas.edu/~davis/crs/e321/Cixous-Laugh.pdf
http://historiacultural.mpbnet.com.br/feminismo/Toward_a_Feminist_Poetics.htm
http://historiacultural.mpbnet.com.br/feminismo/Toward_a_Feminist_Poetics.htm
http://historiacultural.mpbnet.com.br/feminismo/Toward_a_Feminist_Poetics.htm


9

6 Oct Summary of “Toward a Feminist Poetic” Due at the beginning of class — 
Discuss “Toward a Feminist Poetics” 

Homework: Read “Goblin Market” Full link: http://
www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174262

8 Oct Goodreads Review Tale of Two Cities Due — RR “Goblin Market” due at 
the beginning of class— Discuss “Goblin Market” 
Homework: Read “The Secret Sharer” Full link: http://
www.gutenberg.org/files/220/220-h/220-h.htm

10 Oct RR “The Secret Sharer” due at the beginning of class— Discuss “The 
Secret Sharer” 

Homework: Read Major Project Handout

13 Oct Discuss Semester Project — Project Q&A — Topic discussions 
Read “Joseph Conrad" Full link: http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/w/
woolf/virginia/w91c/chapter20.html

15 Oct  Discuss “Joseph Conrad” 
Homework:  Read“Mark on the Wall” Full link: http://
digital.library.upenn.edu/women/woolf/monday/monday-08.html

17 Oct RR “Mark on the Wall” due at the beginning of class— Discuss “Mark on 
the Wall”

20 Oct  Discuss Woolf and Conrad 
Homework: Read Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

22 Oct  Talking about Project Ideas [workshop] — Conference sign-ups
24 Oct  Major Project Ideas Conferences — Conferences are in my office (Maes 

42) during the time you selected

27 Oct Major Project Ideas Conferences — Conferences are in my office (Maes 
42) during the time you selected

29 Oct  Discuss Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
31 Oct RR  Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man due at the beginning of class — 

Discuss Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 
Homework Read Mrs. Dalloway

3 Nov  Discuss Mrs. Dalloway 
5 Nov  RR Mrs. Dalloway due at the beginning of class — Discuss Mrs. 

Dalloway 
Homework:  Read “Without Stage Directions.” Full link: http://
www.unz.org/Pub/Century-1925oct-00768
Read “A Day in London Life.” Full link: http://www.unz.org/Pub/
SaturdayRev-1925may16-00755a03
Read “The Perfect Hostess.”Full link: http://www.nytimes.com/

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174262
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174262
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/220/220-h/220-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/220/220-h/220-h.htm
http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/w/woolf/virginia/w91c/chapter20.html
http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/w/woolf/virginia/w91c/chapter20.html
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/woolf/monday/monday-08.html
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/woolf/monday/monday-08.html
http://www.unz.org/Pub/Century-1925oct-00768
http://www.unz.org/Pub/Century-1925oct-00768
http://www.unz.org/Pub/SaturdayRev-1925may16-00755a03
http://www.unz.org/Pub/SaturdayRev-1925may16-00755a03
http://www.nytimes.com/books/97/06/08/reviews/woolf-dalloway.html
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books/97/06/08/reviews/woolf-dalloway.html
7 Nov Drafts for Conferences Due — Goodreads Portrait of the Artist as a 

Young Man Due — Discuss Mrs. Dalloway & Reviews — Draft 
Conference Sign-up

Homework: Read The Good Terrorist

10 Nov  Joyce and Woolf discussion — Gender and Style
12 Nov  Goodreads Mrs. Dalloway Due — Library Research Day — Draft 

Conferences 
14 Nov  Library Research Day — Draft Conferences 

17 Nov Discuss The Good Terrorist
19 Nov RR The Good Terrorist due at the beginning of class — Discuss The Good 

Terrorist 
Homework:  Read Saturday

21 Nov Discuss Saturday

24 Nov RR Saturday due at the beginning of class— Discuss Saturday
26 Nov Goodreads Review The Good Terrorist due — Major Project Due before 

the start of class (turn this in to me in my office). — No class meeting
28 Nov No class — Thanksgiving holiday

1 Dec  Goodreads Review Saturday — Discuss Symposium requirements

5 Dec — Symposium: The Role of Gender in Writing — 11:00 AM - 1:30 PM

http://www.nytimes.com/books/97/06/08/reviews/woolf-dalloway.html

